
The following is a summary of the April 27, 2017, Regular Meeting and Public Meeting to 
Adopt Budget of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 
 
Report of the Student Representatives 
 
Amanda Johnson reported on the following: 
 
• Members of the Governor Livingston Photography Club and students enrolled in 

Photography classes at GLHS recently took a trip to New York City, where they had the 
chance to go to the High Line and Chelsea Market.  These students will also have an 
opportunity to have their photography on display at the art show at the Berkeley Heights 
Public Library.  

 
• The GL Student Council hosted its annual blood drive last week.  
 
• Senior Alice Lee of GLHS was selected as one of 50 students to have her artwork showcased 

in the "Fresh Perspectives" display at the Morris Museum.  Over 500 local high school 
students submitted artwork to be considered for display in this show, with only 10% of the 
works actually chosen for inclusion.  

 
• To celebrate Earth Day, members of the Governor Livingston Environmental Club and other 

students recently had the chance to attend the screening of an environmental film in the GL 
auditorium.  Members of the school’s Hiking Club planted trees at Passaic River Park on 
Earth Day, and this week these same students will be doing a six-mile hike in Watchung 
Reservation.  GL Interact Club members participated in the Beach Sweeps cleanup day at 
Sandy Hook on April 22nd.  

 
• This Saturday, the GLHS Student Ambassadors will be finishing up their Kans for Kids 

fundraiser and will be meeting with students from all schools in Union County that 
participated in this project.  The Student Ambassadors’ Kan Jam tournament was also very 
successful in collecting many canned goods and helping to combat childhood hunger.   

 
• The Governor Livingston Guidance Department is holding a Financial Aid Night program 

on May 4th in the high school auditorium, where a guest speaker from College Funding 
Services will be giving a presentation. 
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 
 
James Pitingolo reported on the following: 
 
• The GL Baseball team has lived up to preseason expectations as they tout an 11-0 record. 

The Highlanders are ranked #2 in New Jersey and #5 on the East Coast.  GL Baseball has a 
big week coming up, with a game against Scotch Plains-Fanwood and then the first round of 
the Union County Tournament.  We're looking forward to a great rest of the season from 
them. 

 
• GLHS Softball is now 8-2 after an exciting victory in the GL Showdown Tournament this 

past weekend.  Over spring break, the Highlander Softball team beat the third- and seventh-
ranked teams in the state. The first round of the Union County Tournament is fast 
approaching for them, so the team is gearing up for a great performance.  

 
• The Governor Livingston Girls Lacrosse team is 4-3 after an exciting win against Plainfield 

and a close loss to Villa Walsh. Their next game is against Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the 
Union County Tournament. 

 
• The GL Boys Lacrosse team has fought hard so far this season, holding a 3-4 record. The 

Highlanders had an exciting victory over High Point this past Saturday in a game which 
benefitted the Wounded Warriors Project.  This event generated over $4,000 to donate to this 
worthwhile cause. 

 
• The Governor Livingston Track and Field team has competed in a few meets since spring 

break, participating in both dual meets and invitationals. Last Saturday was the Blue Devil 
Relays in Westfield, where the team ran very well. The Boys Shuttle Hurdles team placed 
fourth, and Lauren and Leah Saifi continued their run of success as they won the Pole Vault 
Relay event.  GL will compete in the Millburn Relays this Saturday and the Penn Relays are 
in progress. Leah Saifi will be Pole Vaulting, and the Girls 4x400 relay team of Katie Quinn, 
Victoria Vanriele, Danielle Petryk, and Cristal Vilasoa will be competing at Penn. 

 
• The GL Boys Tennis is currently 6-2.  They competed in a Union County Tournament match 

this week and they are looking to a great remainder of the season. 
 
• The Highlander Golf team is also battling for a winning record as they currently hold a won-

loss mark of 2-3.  The team recently had an extremely close match against Westfield that GL 
unfortunately lost by a single stroke.  

 
• Finally, Student Council elections will be held on April 28th at Governor Livingston.  

Student campaign videos can be found on the GL Clubs and Activities website and the halls 
are plastered with campaign posters. April 28th is also the last day to buy prom bids, and the 
Junior Class is selling tickets for its school-wide Cinco de Mayo semi-formal. 
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Superintendent’s Report 
 
• Mrs. Judith Rattner, Superintendent of Schools, 

announced that Mrs. Susan Poage and Ms. Sharon 
Leahy have been named as the recipients of the 
Investors Bank Grants for Teachers from the 
Berkeley Heights School District. Mrs. Poage 
(second from left) and Ms. Leahy (far left) and 
pictured here with Berkeley Heights Board of 
Education President Doug Reinstein and Judith 
Rattner. 

 
Mrs. Poage, a Grade 1 Teacher at Mary Kay 
McMillin Early Childhood Center, will use her grant 
award to attend the Literacy for All Conference in 
Rhode Island.  This is the Northeast region's leading 
literacy professional development event for teachers, 
administrators, literacy coaches, reading specialists, and educators.  PreK–8 topics to be 
addressed include vocabulary instruction, phonics, assessment, genre study, literacy 
coaching, best practices of Reading Recovery teaching, and more.  This conference is 
organized by Lesley University in collaboration with the University of Maine and the 
University of Connecticut.  Upon her return, Mrs. Poage wiIl turnkey information to the staff 
at MKMECC via Google Drive presentations and appropriate handouts and share grade level 
information at district grade level meetings. 

Ms. Leahy, a Teacher of Social Studies at Governor Livingston High School, will use her 
grant award to visit the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC to strengthen her 
knowledge of art history and integrating visual art into classroom teaching.  She will attend 
lectures, gallery tours, teaching strategies meetings, and hands-on learning experiences in 
order to examine visual art of the Renaissance as it found expression in the independent city 
states of Italy and the Low Countries from the 14th through the 16th century.  Upon her 
return, Ms. Leahy intends to share the creation of new lessons and/or resources regarding 
Renaissance Art. These would include the social and economic history of the time and the 
global influences and global impact.  In addition, she will look to create a workshop for 
multiple grades and disciplines that would focus on the use of art as a primary source.  Also, 
Ms. Leahy would like to share models for incorporating art into interdisciplinary teaching 
and to strengthen students' visual literacy. 
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

• The New Jersey School Boards Association has announced the winners of its 2017 
Innovations in Special Education Award.  This annual program recognizes exemplary 
programs for special education students and is sponsored by NJSBA and ASAH, which 
serves the private special education community.  Selected programs will be honored at a 
special event held prior to Special Education Week in New Jersey, May 14-20, 2017.  Mrs. 
Rattner was happy to announce that the Percussion Workshop for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
at Governor Livingston High School was recognized as one of the Innovations in Special 
Education Award winners.  
 

• The Berkeley Heights Board of Education’s “Welcome” pamphlet submission to the 2017 
New Jersey School Public Relations Association’s School Communication Awards program 
has won a first, second or third place prize.  This year there were 50 submissions from 35 
different school districts, so the competition was intense.  The announcement of the final 
placement of the awards in this program will be announced at an awards ceremony in 
Trenton on June 1st. 
 

• Mr. Scott McKinney, Assistant Superintendent, and the Secondary Administrative Team 
presented the Dashboard on Student Achievement for Columbia Middle School and 
Governor Livingston High School.  The presentation compares district scores to similar 
schools and provides progress toward achievement of Strategic Planning Goals.  Please click 
here to view this comprehensive statistical compilation. 

 
• Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, and the Board of 

Education delivered a presentation about the proposed 2017-2018 school district budget 
which was approved for final adoption at the meeting.  To learn more about this presentation 
of the district budget for next year, please click here. 

 
• The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, May 11th in the Kenneth Stiefel Theatre in Davis Hall at Governor Livingston 
High School.  The evening will begin at 7:00 p.m. with a reception honoring the individuals 
chosen as “Educator of the Year” in each of the district’s six schools for the 2016-2017 
school year.  The Board of Education meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=15318&PageID=1
http://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=15319&PageID=1
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Facilities Report 
 
Mrs. Donna Felezzola provided the following Facilities Report: 
 
• The Board of Education has approved the lease purchase financing for capital projects and 

equipment purchases throughout the district.  Our timing was perfect and the district was able 
to get a rate 1.77%. 

 
• There was a bid opening on April 26th for the track and turf replacement at Governor 

Livingston High School.  There were two bidders and the Board will be awarding the 
contract to Applied Landscape Technologies. 

 
• Additionally, the district is awarding the purchase and installation of the turf field to Shaw 

Sports through a purchasing cooperative.  The product the district is purchasing has a high 
level of durability and is a blended fiber system.  The system was selected to meet the high 
demand of the high school field where five different sports will be played. 

 
• Bids were opened for the Secure Vestibules project on April 21st.  There was one bidder and 

the district will be awarding the project to PalPro. The Secure Vestibules project also 
includes a keyless entry system and security camera upgrades.  Those contracts are being 
awarded to Johnston Communications.  The only item left for this project is the installation 
of the bullet resistant window film.   

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 
 
• The adoption of the 2017-2018 School District Budget in the amount of $52,230,185; 

$41,927,960 of which is to be funded by local taxes.   
 

• The appointment of the following coach for the Spring 2017 season, as noted: 
 

Spring 2017 Season 
Governor Livingston High School 
Volunteer Baseball Coach   Christopher Affinito 
 

• The employment of Christopher Yager, Teacher of Special Education at Governor Livingston 
High School, to teach an additional class beyond his normal teaching schedule during the 
2016-2017 school year, effective May 1, 2017, through June 20, 2017. 

 
• The re-employment and salaries of non-tenured certificated staff members for the 2017-2018 

school year. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 
 
• The acceptance of the resignation of Mrs. Johanna Castellanos from her position as 

Paraprofessional at Mountain Park School, effective May 11, 2017. 
 

• The acceptance of the resignation of Mrs. Kristin Yates from her position as Part-Time 
Teacher of English Language Learners (ELL) in the district’s Elementary Schools, effective 
June 30, 2017. 

 
• The following Student Participation Fees for the 2017-2018 school year: 

Governor Livingston High School Athletic and Activity Fee - $150.00 
Governor Livingston High School Activity Fee - $100.00 
Columbia Middle School Athletic and Activity Fee - $100.00 
Columbia Middle School Activity Fee - $75.00 
 

• The awarding of a contract in the amount of $61,125.42 to Johnson Communications Voice 
and Data for the upgrade of the district’s security system. 

 
• The awarding of a contract in the amount of $187,128.51 to Johnston Communications Voice 

and Data for the installation of Keyless Entry at all district schools. 
 
• The purchase and installation of a Legion HP 2.25 Turf Field for Governor Livingston High 

School from Shaw Sports Turf in the amount of $390,603.00. 
 
• The awarding of a contract in the base amount of $795,000.00 to Pal Pro Builders, LLC, for 

the construction of Secure Vestibules throughout the school district. 
 
• The awarding of a contract to Applied Landscape Technologies in the base amount of 

$788,850.00 and Alternate 4 amount of $13,700.00 for Turf Field and Track Upgrades at 
Governor Livingston High School. 

 
• The awarding of a contract in the amount of $13,500.00 to Stewart Signs for the installation 

of an outdoor sign at Columbia Middle School. 
 
The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 
Thursday, May 11, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. in the Kenneth Stiefel Theatre in Davis Hall at 
Governor Livingston High School.  A public reception honoring the 2016-2017 “Educators of 
the Year” in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools will be held prior to the meeting, starting at 
7:00 p.m. 


